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Th^  oha^act^r  of  Abraham  Lincoln  stanis  so  hlch  abov^  all 
possible  vv:^ong  doing  thiL  iion'^sty  was  never  mentioned  o^  thought  of  as 
a  virtue  in  him. 

rie  .,vas  iiot  only  th'^'  best  v^oduct  of  pu^'^  Arae^'i^jan  civilization 
wnich  his  century  ]>-oduoed,  but  he  ^as ,  all  in  all,   th'^  best  lublic  nan 
and  sincerest  statesraan  vvho  has  ev'^^  firii^'-d  in  the  destiny  of  this 
nation  or  iii  the  history  of  the  world. 

To  all  rlght-Minded  Aiii^r leans  he  is  the  ri^'^  and  rounded 
product  of  what  every  raaji  ^ould  like  to  be,  and  he  will  therefore 
remain,   through  all  time,  the  symbol  of  pe-^^fected  character.     The  whole 
wo^ld  loves  Lincoln  because  he  did  what  the  world  knows  was  right,  and  he 
i^voided  doixig  what  the  world  knows  to  be  wrong,  and  it  is  the'^^fore 
doubtful  if  any  humaji  being  will  ever  again  hold  a  similar'  posltioti 
of  greatness  in  a  similar  .and  transcexident  epoch,  or  ev^-r  fulfill  the 
wo^^ld's  expectations  so  completely,  as  did  Lincoln. 

His  fame  grows  so  steadily,  so  p^-^fectly,  so  natu'^aily  and 
so  mightily,  and  the  ve^y  fibe^  of  his  character  comes  out  se  brilliantly 
as  the  se'ir chl ig]jt  of  time  reveals  him  from  every  possible  point  of 
view  that- the  fear  among  thoughtful  meji  is  that,  with  the  lapse  of 
centuries,  his  fame  may  pass  the  boundary  line  allotted  to  flesh  ajid 
blood  a/id  become  obscured  by  enter irig  the  realm  of  the  mythical  where 
he  may  be  lost  ti;  the  world  of  struggling  men  among  the  gods  and  the 
myths  wnich  al-^ays  inhal>it  the  put. 

Surely  Fate  loved  Li/icoln,  'ind  in  he-^  longings  she  gave  him 
the  deathless  kiss  that  he  might  never  leave  her.  -wi^, 
.«««««»»«'»^       He  was  born  the  child  of  Lo^'^e  before  it  was  known  that  he 
was  th*^'  child  of  Law.     Eo^n  not  only  in  pov'^rty,  but  surrounded  by  ivant 
and  suffering,  favored  in  Jiothing;  /^anting  iii  everything  which  makes 
up  the  joys  of  life,  he  trudg-^d,  as  a  child,  the  f'-ail  of  sorrow,  ancl 
jvas  the  playmate  of  Grief,  and  always  above  and  around  his  m.;''-st'='r ions 
youiij^life  the^e  hung  the  shadow  of  a  da.-^k  and  mystic  cloud. 

It  was  a  literal  truth  that  "he  had  iiot  wh^:"e  to  lay  his 
head,"  and  while  he  did  not  eat  the  "locust  and  wild  honey,"  and  while 
nis  raiment  was  not  of  "camel's  hair"  yet  his  clothing  was,  almost 
excj.usivej.y ,   "tiie  SKtn  of  wild  beasts,"  f^ijin  the  buckskin  pants  to  the 
ponderous  coon  sitin  cap,     A  mean'^^  qx.  darker  o^i^^in  cannot  well  be 
imagined/    Not  one  ^j^y  of  gRjmine  hope  can  be  discov^^^of-]        light  his 
childhood.     Naturf=;  seems  to  have  b^uis^d  and  htiirt  him  so  that  in 
maiihood  he  might  gird  himself  to  bind  up  the  wounds  of  a  bleeding  nation. 
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Sn--=^  seems  to  h'ive  h-ijidlcaM'^d  and  lo^id'^ri  his  pitl-^nt  soul  th'at  he  nicht 
justly  iiate  the  oppressors  of  n^u  iri  his  loftiest  estate.     She  seems  to 
have  st-:trved  him  th  ;t  he  iu£;ht  the  b'^itter  feel  tiie  hUii^'^^  '-inrl  the 
y e--i?^iiiiics  of  a  domi trodden  race,    .His  ^^yes  .ve:^e  allo^ved  to  look  at  the 
sujiiirht  through  the  c'-eased  pai;'^^  windows  of  the  pj-lmitive  hut  and 
school  house,  that  he  mirjit'^  in  ):is  oonqii''"lnc  p^ime,  appreciate  the 
glory  of  the  noonday  sun  of  Universal  Freedom.     Natu'"'^  ^^as  his  Mother, 
his  Teacher,  his  Playmate,  his  All,  and  with  a  yea^ninc  that  was  w^v^'^ 
jatiate  >ie  r--"ew  in  statu-^e  among  the  grand  old  trees  of  the  forest 
ever  surrounded  by  hi^'l  song,  flow-^--^  ,ajid  fern,  and  with  misandaled  feet 
h^^  >valked  the  rough  fail  of  the  pion-'^"'  boy  straight  through  over  rock 
and  glen  to-  th?^  mouiitain  top  of  p'^^^fect  Since.^ity,  and  as  a  man  stood  as 
natu'-al  as  a  child,  yet  i-ossessed  all  the  po/^rers  and  kiio ''ledge  of  his 
sex  and  his  ^ace  in  its  nuiness  and  pu'-ity.     Almost  without  playmates, 
he  was  the  companion  of  unadorned  Xatu^'^,  and  with  the  intuition  of  the 
child  of  Nature,  his  hea^^t  expand'=»d  t(.  the  influence  of  the  flight  of 
fowl,   the  basking  fish,   the  habits  of  the  timid  deer,   the  ways  of  the 
wild  tui-key.  ^md  b.oiinded  sii'n  joy  Iji  the  season  of  bloom  of  the  >viid  c^^ab 
and  the  sumach,  and  resting  lazily  In  the  Autumn  and  Indlaii  Suramer  among 
the  ripe.ilng  nuts  'ind  the  pu-pling  g^ap^,  he  studied  with  joy  a/id  wonder- 
the  wondrous  movemeiits  of  i.l-anet,  mooxi  ?ind  sta^,     vVlth  a  growth  exce'-'ding 
six  feet  and  four  inches  h'='  found  himself  almost  like  one  awakening 
from  a  d^'-^ar'i,  a  riant  in  statute  wl  tn  muscles  of  i^^on  made  meiaorable  by 
felling  the  tree  and  splitting  the  _^all  fo>-  sturdy  use. 

Thus  he  matu?^ed,  like  a  p^'oph'U  of  old,  >ind  kept  ever  close 
to  the  gr^eao  h^a-t  of  Nature.     As  a  matured  man  he  could  not  sleep  ,vhen 
the  storm  had  blowji  the  ne.^jt  and  the  nestlings  f-'om  the  tr'^e  until 
he  had  r=»stored  them  to  the  raothe-'  bird,  and  could  not  rest  in  the  p^ine 
of  his  matchless  m.aiigood  until  a  ^ace  of  four  millions  of  f-u.h''-'-"s, 
mothers  and  children  we?^e  ^ ^stored  to  their  natural  rights  after  the 
thuiider  storm  of  .va^'  had  passed;  and  if  ^ve  do  not  anchor  his  mortal 
memory  to  the  ocean  bed  of  solid  fact  and  iiistory  I  fea>-  th-^  day  will 
yet  come  when  some  wild  bu^-st  In  the  ^uffled  flow  of  human  turmoil  will 
claim  him  as  a  Christ,     Scarcely  an  attribute  of  the  divine  cha-^acter 
is  wanting  In  this  unique  man,  who,  iji  all  the  loneliness  of  his  <^a:-ly 
life,  was  Uiiconsclously  school -^d,   t:"ain^d,  perfected  and  graduated  in 
all  that  was  nones t,  natural,  capable  and  kind.     As  a  flat  boatman  in 
th^  city  of  Ne^  Orle,ans  he  saw,  fo^^  the  fi?-st  time,  n'^gro  boys  and 
gl-ls  ajid  youiig  women  put  up  and  sold  as  chattels  upon  the  auction 
block,  and  then  and  th-^-^-^  the  mo^d^int  sunk  deej.  into  his  ve-y  soul, 
and  he/said  to  his  companion,   "That's  w-ong.  and  If  -'v-^-^  i  f^^i  a  chance 

^"  ^^IL^^'  '^'^^^  "^'^        hr-d. "    The  "painted  li7.a-d"  of  human  f 

slav'Ti'y  hid  been  photographed  fO"'--ve>-  on  his  mind  and  laemo^y  and  he/ 
b.ided  his  time  with  the  pitienc^  of  a  lod  until  the  day  shoiild  come 
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aud  until  ths  Jiuur  h'^d  struck  wh'^in,  vvith      suigl^  blow,  h-^  could  nak^ 
good  th'^t  oath,  aiid  so,  lat^i^  in  lif'^,  '>f-3  s^^  him,  ariiri  th^  hillov^/s 
and  idood  of  ^ar,  as        calnly  says,   "Walt  and  se'^  the  salvation  of  God," 
an'i  3o  it  is  that  th=?  huriia  ^ac<=5  is  ^vaitinr  to  se^,  as  th^  y=;ars  go  by, 
th'^  silvation  of  ^t-^^nal  right  for«!V^r  t^^iumi-h  ov-^^  .vr^ong  and  nade 
l-ossibl^  by  his  p  iti'=^nc'=^  and  p-^rf'^ct  hiiraanity. 

I  His  T^ati'='nc9,  no^v^v-:-^,   did  not  vv-^ak'^n  hiri  o'^  class  hl18(  as 

qiU'^-iuj^iit ,  fo'"  ■^h^n  ij^ipos^d  ui-on  and  c^owd'^d  to-va^d  inbuilt  o"  co'va^dicf^, 
or  if  his  cause,  ^vn^n  justly   naf^d,   vas  assail'^id  by  iniusticf=^  o"^ 
b^iitaiity,   th^  sl=>ei>inc  lion  sho^vf^id  his  fangs  and  hrs  giant  '^^^'ith 
seldom  found  axiy  bully  rash  '^nough  to  stand  in  his  ^ay  iVh^n  h?5  acc^jpt-^d 
challenge.     His  i  o^e>'fia  exhibit iOii  vviien  fo'^ced  by  taujit  to  twice  throw 
the  chaiapion  Needham  at  Wabash  Point,  his  righteous  rag^  at  Xew  Salem 
^hexi  the  leader  of  the  bullies  of  Clary's  drove.  Jack  Armstrong,  t^ied 
by  foul  means  to  get  the  advajUage  o^r^^^  him,  and  again  vvhen  his  excited 
man  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  attenpt-^d  to  kill  the  friendly  I/idian,  defying 
pi^actically  the  b^a*A/n  and  muscl'='  of  the  vvhole  r-^giment,  all  p-"Ov^  his 
practical  manliness.  If  occasion  deraanded,  aiid  such  was  his  physical 
pro^^ess  that  few  men  in  all  that  Westerxi  Country  ever  wished  to  dispute 
his  standing. 

Th^  gr'->at  dreai';  of  the  oeiituries  seems  to  have  blossomed  in 
his  eventful  xife,  -.uid  the  more   /e  le-irn  of  it  the  mo"!'"=i  ■^''^  come  to 
reaj.ize  and  to  knorv  that  in  him  «*as  the  p^^fect  Mail  In  the  sane  and 
soundest  sense  of  the  word,  physically,  mentally  and  mo-^ally .  poverty 
made  him  good;  suff-^^ing  made  hira  g'^eat ;  ci-^cujiis tance  made  him 
president,  fidelity  made  him  beloved,   o(yU^age  made  him  h=*^olc  and 
Ma'^tyr'dom  maae  him  Immortal. 

Mou  may  search  the  minut-^'st  "!^eco-^ds  of  '^'-^corded  time  and  you 
canjiot  find  aiioth^r  character  >vho  made  so  fe»v  mistak-^s  du.'^ijig  th'^^  chaos 
of  such  trying  ordeals,  o^  ivho  possessed  on  all  great  occasions  that 
sublimity  of  faith   uid  cuu-^age  in  action  as  mark  and  make  the  character 
of  Ab-^anam  Lijiooln,  xieith-'^'^  caji  you  find  a/iothe-«  m,an  wn'.'  could  coiitrol, 
ajid  eveii  guide  to  glory,  all  his  imp-^tuous  subordinates  iji  th^^*  h^^at  of 
cojiflict  and  yet  v\fithout  offence  com.pel  them  to  unconscious  obedience 
in  the  fulf  1  j.xmeiit  of  a  destiny  ."/hi oh  he  alone  could  "^^ad  ia  the  dusk 
Qf  deathless  p^>"f  ormance  , 

The  "i^-^cord  of  this  vo^ld  does  jiot  shoi^  another  character  who 
was  schooled  jji  almost  coiitinuous  failure  iu  3'outh  and  ea'^l;^  manhood,  in 
o r d e that  he  might  the  bette^  serve  a3  th-^  successAil  and  C^'-^at  Comtm a; i c] e 
in  the  most  momentous  ~>T.ocn  of  human  i  •^ogress. 

Nowh'^'^e  in  the  libra-r^y  of  nations  can  you  find  another  characte 
so  varied  in  all  expe:^ieaces  and  yet  wh'^^'e  every  exp'-'^T'ience  v^as  cleai'^ly 
given  fo^  the  p^»v^fect  fomation  of  a  characte-"  unique  and  matchless. 
Look  bick  (jver*  fo"^ty  j^ea'^s  and  see  a  boy  evir  obedient,  even  whe^^e 
obedience  .A;as  not  '^'specially  comrien. lable  y^t  always  obedient;  as  a  son, 
wise,   tnoughtful  'iiid  oiaiging,  as  a  pu]  il,  almost  a  Prodigy,  and  with  a 
burning  zeal  for  useful  KJiowledge  beyond  all  precedent;  as  a  boatman. 
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jai/abl?^  of  utlll/Ung  th'=>  ^ough  ^xi^  "^ri^.ac^,  of  th^  Mississippi  Riv^r; 
as  a  soiai-^"  in  Ui/^  Black  Ha.vK  \Va^ ,  littl'=i  b^tf^^?"  than  a  failu-^  b'^oause 
nis  h^a^t  tvas  too  big  lo  ^x-^^cIsr  111-^  or-u'^^ltieis  of  Indian  ^a:'"fa^'=^;  as  a 
lov-->r,  sino'^^'^^^,  po^^tic  and  id^al,  almost  to  th^.  bo^.i^^^  lin<^  of  ln.5anitiS 
as  a  debat'^^^,   candid,   cl'^  ir,   oriciiial,   truthful*  as  a  lawy-^y ,  hOiiO'-abl?^ , 
;:U.st,  logic  tl;  as  a  m^H^.v,  fair,  .vitty,  uo'=»fiil,  as  a  candidate,  weak  but 
Si^'n^^st   xnd  '^.v'^.^  conscious  of  his  3up'=^"'iority ,  as  a/i  antaroniot,  fo^nidabie 
r^'.Tal,  full  of  surp^is'^is  ajiri  dajig'^^(A.is ;  as  a  victo^,  modest,  c?''acious  and 
benevolent,  as  a  ra?in ,  possibly  crafty,  fo"  a  rood  purpose,  but  al^vays 
natural,  frank  and  wimiing  and  alivays  conrnanding  and  conscious  of  his 
highe'"  qu.alif  Ications ;  as  a  leade-,  slo-v,  al  */ays  P  '^epa'- ing ,  al-vays  aware 
of  th'^'  gravity  of  the  situation,  actto/i  well  timed,  'mr\  al'vays  sustaln'^d; 
as  a  patriot,  arabitious,  but  ambition  nev^^  c^o-vded  or  even  api  roached 
the  limiL  of  his  patriotism,   the?-"^fore  absclu  ."^ly  safe  iji  all  em-^^^g-^n- 
cies;  as  a  martyr,  beautiful  beyond  that  of  saint  or  scl-^ntist,  and  as 
a  memory  his  «Yas  and  is  the  dea:"est,   the  gentlest  and  most  aod-like. 

I  have  seen  A.b''*ajiam  Li/icoln  and  hea-^d  his  voice.     This  is  to 
m':=5  a  happy  "^ecoll ^^ct ion .     From  my  childhood  to  this  hour  I  have  al»vays 
k^t  ever  p'^inted  'vord  wliich  has  faxlen  f'''om  his  lips.     It  Is  th*^ 
l&^*^ary  r;"i(Je  of  my  life  that  I  have  pi^eserved  v\th  loving  ca^e  all 
tne  Duoks,  >,vo-"ki^,  b '  0,7^1]. hi'^s  an  '  pointed  souvenirs  of  tills  real  man 
of  men,  ujilil  now  i  sh&ll  soon  pass  the  1000-volume  line  and  still  toiow 
th'it  the  future  is  g^o^ing  *A»ith         wo^ks  pe-'--^nially .     With  other  men 
it  .*^fas  lif'-'-ary  achievement;  the  t^iumihs  of  Nrir ;  the  agg^aiidl'-'i'^ment 
of  conquest,   the  glo^y  of  ne.^;  disoov=»ry ,  o^  the  flight  of  Imagination 
in  the  kingdom  of  A'^t  or  Song,  but  .vith  Lincoln  it  was  chi^act=^r, 
cha^act^"" ,  character .      This  is  -vhy  his  jiame  grows  with  each  succe^^ding 
year.     This  is  ^vhy  ou"  .'\m^:'^lcan  schools,  as  well  as  the  schools  in 
fo'^eign  lands,   a'^e  liaking  the  Ir^th  day  of  Feb-^uary  a  g'^'^'en  spot  in  the  • 
dusty  road  of  school  ^-outine,  and  a^-"^  telling  tf;  the  mllJ-ions  of  boys 
and  girls  the  story  of  a  true  patriot,  a  pu^e  man,  a  cha^act^^  b'^yond 
rep>-oach,   the  safest  model  of  Glti:3enship ,   the  Agamemnon  of  mo^^jfal  pOv*/er 
throughout  th*^  world. 

It  is  the  pride  of  millions  of  raeii  aiid  women  to  be  able  to  say:- 
"I  have  se=:n  Ab'^ahari  Lincolii   uicl  h^a'^d  nis  voice."    Time  ^vill  enhance 
the  value  of  eve^ytning  he  eve^^  tt;uched  and  halloiv  )ils  eve'^y  jvo-^d. 
No  oLhe-"  cha'^act'-''"  is  r.no.^fJl  to  the  children  of  men  ^ho  ivas  mo^"*^  b  ishful 
or  Lejid-^^'^y  s=^nsitive  t,o  di'''"^ct    ;ompliment.     No  m/in  ev^r  feared  praise 
mo"^e  than  he,  and  no  man  ev-^"  ivossessed  a  sup:^'='m''""  confmpt  or  i/idiff- 
erence  to  ujijust  c^fTlticisra  o"  slande'^,  and  no  man  eve>^  lived  •vho  as 
mo^-"='  conscious  of  his  own  actual  -vo^th  and  his  ability  to  use  that  .vorth 
fo''  th!^  good  of  others.     No  ma/i  at  his  death  was  ever  so  unive-sally  o:" 
so  since?"'^fly  iaou2"xied  as  Lincoln.     The  'vorld  w'^'pt  as  a  yoiuig  child  at 
his  father* '3  bier. 

He  vvas  not  ^'^ally  an  orator,  as  th'^'  vvov'id  goes,  y^t  his  speech 
on  the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg  is  a  terse  and  treasu^^-^d  cla^i^  and 
raj  Iks  //1th  any  sayings  that  Time  has  p  ■reserved  f^om  the  lips  ofrwS&dSbeak^ 


l^-^ricif^s ,  Phillip  or  Phoot^in.    No  o-'itc^r'  "^v^-"  touoh'^d  th'=i  f^^nd^r*  chorris 
which  sw?^'='p  th=^  h^ 'ii^ts trine s  in  th^='.  soul  of  vvorrinhood  mo^'?  rl^^ftly  th'diti 
he  ^hen  h*^  said,  ^vhil^=?  pl=?adinc         cfis?^  of  the  widow  of  th^  old  .soldier 
of  1812:-  "Tin^  ^olls  on.     Th-^  h^^o^s  of  17^6  h'iv*=i  pass'^d  a^'ay  and  a'*?? 

'--encamped  on  th^  oth':^r  shor^e .     Th-^  old  soldl^^  has  gon-^^  to  his  r°S'  .  

Crippl'-^d,  blinded  and  b^^oken  nts  -vidow  com^s  to  n=;  and  to  yon,  Gejitl^n^n 
of  the  Jury,   tn  right  he-'"  iA^ronc-'^.     '"^he  was  no^t  always  thus.     She  was 
onc'=>  b'^aiitifnl  as  the  rao^ning.    fler  st^p  was  as  light,  her  face  as  fai" 
and  her  voice  as  swo^*t  as  ev^^r  :'''unr;  in  the  laiies  of  old  Virginia.  Now 
she  is  pcjor,   defenceless.     Siiall       ,   too,   oast  he-  off^"/    His  court- 
room was  in  tea^s.    Mis  suit  was  won. 

No  man  -^^v^r  h-^ld  womaii  in  higher  '^steem  thaii  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  woman  to-day  is  his  loy^^i  lov=>"  find  d-^f'-nce  tii^cnigh  1.11  and  good 
repo'^t,  and  through  ne'^  the"*-^  shall  be  eng'-'aven  the  ideal  Lincoln  in 
the  minds  of  un^^to-^ji  millions. 

If  all  laen  could  b^  like  Lincoln  th-^^-e  would  be  no  ne^d  of 
H'='av!?ii.    Plis  patt-^"n  was  form""d  iii  the  Foundry  of  Fate,  and  when  the 
wo-^ld's  gtr  vif^st  epo(;ii  had  closed  the  mould  was  foimd  to  fit  "the  h-^ad 
of  the  corne'-'s ,  " 

Oh,  -"fhiaT  a  legacy,   what  a  heritage  fo-  us  and  ou'^s  and  our 
hei>^s  fo'^ey^-  aft'^^  us,  and  fo^^  th^  world,  as  Time,   the  Saviour,  r-^'v^als 
his  growing  worthi     On,   the  g-'^at,  b"oad,  patient,   c(yU"'ar'='ous  man,  so 
calm  iji  the  tempest  that  radicals  cou.ld  not  --ush  him  arid  treaso/i  c(;uld 
not  Inilmldate  hlml      Mis  was  the  cou^'age  of  the  sublimest  orde- ; 
absolutely  pe-'^f-^at  in  faith  and  that  faith  found'^d  upon  ete-jial  ;]ustiGe 
and  upon  his  ].e:'"f^at  trust  in  a  God  of  Justice,   and  In  his  own  p-^ople 
aiid  upon  his  own  tnue  and  righteous  self.     You  hav^*  but  to  i  ut  you^  -^ar 
to  the  wftlded  rail  of  the  past  and  the  ecnoes  of  fo-ty  yea?^s  will  come 
back  to  you,  ajid  above  the  diri  and  confusion  of  that  awful  pe.-iod  you 
will  hea^'  the  clear,  patriotic  vf.lj^  of  a  nitlon  and  that  triumphant 
song, 

"_\Ve  --r^q  comiiig,  jath""''^  Ab:^aham,  three  hmidr^d  thousand  mo^-^." 
This  mtg'ity  su:^ge  of  song  is  jiot  the  .^/iil  of  despair  nor  the  measu!"^d 
to/ie  of  d^fl'-^nce,  ]Mit  the  belateri  and  mighty  response  of  thi'"'ty  millions 
of  patriots  souiiding  the  cy  wnich  cor.'^s  f?"om  the  d-^ep,  welling  passion 
of  patriotism,  echoing  across  plain  and  "Ive-,  and  ov^--  hill  and  mountain 
top,  ^ii^Ji^  that  a  million  defenders  invincible  as  an  army,   vit/i  baiui'^^s 
w'^-'=>  coming  in  r^-sponse  to  iiis  -^ighteous  call  to  sav^  f-om  dissolution 
arid  death  the  one  nation  which  was  and  is,  and  is  to  b'.   the  hope  of 
the  world .  '      "  ' 

^-'^"^  How  strange  it  all  seems  to  us  nowl     The  .vo^^ld  will  always 
see    him,   lii  the  National  stonn  of  passion  and  the  flo^v  o Of >---if^^nal 
bl«od,  a  mo^-'al  h^-^o,  and  in  the  blast  that  b±ind^d,  he  he^ri  the  helm 
of  State  for  foiL^    la-k  and  te-^'-ible  yea^s,  and  until  Fate  had  b'=^come 
fulfillment,   aiid  then  iji  the  Sunshine  of  Peace  he  appea:"ed  in  the 
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Gaplt-il  of  R'^^b^lllon  liK-^      cloaiar  fibi^au,  holding  th^  t?^u3tljir  hand 
of  his  ijinoo^nt  boy  ^hil-^J  Ih^  fr'^nz led  n^fjno  bo.vs  In  alnost  idf^lat^ous 
vvorship  at  ills  f^?!t,  and  th'^^n  h^  Is  sudd'=inly  lift-^d,  as  by  S(;me  design 
of  fatality,  to  the  re-^lra  of  e^'-thly  immortality.     It  v^^ily  seems  as 
if  Fate  did  play  »vith  dates  and  events,  fo^  on  the  aiuilv-.'^sary  of  the 
v-i'-y  day  *vheii  the  sta.^ry  falg  on  Ft,  Sunte^  bo^v^d  to  the  bellowM.nc  guns 
of  Eeaii^eg'^^^d  fon^  y^n^s  before,  Be^ch'^r  and  his  compatriots  '-restored 
it,  iji  the  iii^bo"  of  Charleston,   t^  the  b^ee^.e  of  Heaven,  and  y^t 
beflore  its  folds  had  fully  oaucht  th'-^  joyous  Insi  Iratlon,  and  while 
darkness  settled  upon'  the  xand  that  Jiight,  nis  life  .vent  out  by  the 
hands  of  the  assassin. 

No  man  is  eve^  se-^n  so  tende^^ly  as  when  humanity  b'^holds  him 
thrcjucii  the  mellow  vail  of  suffering  and  und^se^v^d  adv^^cj j  t.y ,     It  is 
liieii  /(fe  ro,,.^]_-j_.,.o  tjio  /'orce  of  the  sentiment  that, 

"Chords  that  vibrate  3we'--»test  music, 
:-;ound  the  d-^epest  iio^'^s  of  woe," 
It  oa/i  never  ^,<=»  said  that  »"^liglous  fanaticism  ald'^d  him 
essentially  in  the  compl'^tton  of  his  world  task;  neith-^^r  that  personal 
ambition  rallied  him  to  sudd-^^n  success,  and  although  success  was  his 
ruling  motive,  and  was,  all  lii  all  'And  through  it  all,  his  gu.iding 
star,  y^t  that  success  was  g?3oiuided  upon  the  solid  rock  of  truth,  and 
through  the  .darkness  of  that  wildest  and  most  tempestuous  night  of 
sorrow  and  suff-^r^y^g        stood,  the  nentr-ii  figure?,  looking  ov^r  r^^cj 
above  the  heads  of  his  contempor--ir  i<^s ,  llk^  the  giant  he  was,  survf^ying 
the  end  ?and  seeing  the  triumphant  visioii  writch  w-^s  to  mark  the  closing 
\f  the  laost  ""^markable  coriflict  which  -^ver  sanctified  the  battle  gr(3^^),-^(^ 
ovulations . 

It  is  t"ue  th^t  ther:^  have  be-^*!!  oth'^^  patriots  in  oth'-^"  lands 
thaii  Gurs,  :nnd  ii.  is  true  that  patrifji. ism  has  lived  as  a  prinoii'le  In 
all  the\ages  of  the  i/ast,  ana  thit  the^^-^.  has  e'^isted  tii'^  .rilm  of  dignity 
and  the  6o/i  liciousness  of  power  ^^  j^i  through  the  centuri'^s,  but  there 
has  n-^^v-^r  i^^^i  o^^  Llncf)ln. 

Other  wen  have  been  earnest  aip.i  other  n^n  have  be'^n  great,  and 
even  slnc-'r'^[  ;ind  what  is  still  mo"'^,  have  beeji  Kind  and  us-^ful  to 
their  fellow  men  and  have  heljjed  to  grace  and  crown  the  ag^s,  and  y^t, 
I  say ,   T.he--^  has  never  ^egji  but  one  'Lliicoln. 

H^-*  did  not  ■tv^ll--^v'^  iji  Ciirist  bu~he  did  believe  ixi  a  Ood  of 
Justice,  ill  a  god  that  could  not  tol^r,-^t'^  human  slavery  or  ixijustice 
among  his  human  kind.     He  had  lived  to  learn  and  to  Kiiow  that  his  own 
judgem'^'nt  of  men  was  '^^lifibl'^.  and  rig^t,  .and  hence  he  gradually,  but 
easily  and  certainly,  ove"shadowf»rj  all  his  associates  and  cont-^mporaries , 
and  as  a  character,  stands  alone  f r,)j-,i         rough  hewn  cradle  to  his 
marbled  toiab.     Li  all  that  eventful  journey  he  knew  his  o  ni  ability 
rightly  and  neither  ov^r _o3timat=^d  it  nor  und^r_^3t imiated  it,  and  h*^ 
dar-^d  to  assume  >]axig-^r(jmg  ^osts  of  duty,  'ind  yet  never  flixiched  or  doiibted. 


i 


#7- 

tict  rvas  th'^"'"'^f  1)^^=^  C^'^-il'^-"  th'iji  th^  r-^^at^st  nin  of  his  tlm'^^^^  Is  th'=^ 
agam^p-uioii  of  ?ii  3  to'^y . 

tjl.ncolii  "/'is  1  ur^  In  h??'irt.    ll'^-  not  only  lov'=^d  :^icht  but  h-^ 
grand  '=^nour;h  to  do  right.    Pi^  hat^^d  -v^ong  and  h'^  difl  no  w^ong.  H<=^ 
ro^g'iv'=>  to  th'=i  last  and  1o^'"-m]  f o^^gi v'=<n'=^ss  its=>lf ,  a/id  y^t  h'^  n^^^^ded 
littl?^  0^  non'^  fo?^  hlraself/    H-^a^  hi.s  t^nd*^^,  fath'->"ly  voiG'=^  as  h^^  <!^'nis\j'^vS 
to  littl^'^^Blossoi ,  ^'bh^  i  ardon  fo"^  h-'-^  '^r-'lng  b^oth-^"".     S^^e  hin  as  h-^? 
dictat'-^s  that  imraortal  dispatch  saving  th'^  tir'-^d  soldl-^^  and  th'=^ 
3l=i'=!i.ing  s-^intln^l,  Scott,  f'-^ori  axi  uum^'^lt^d  'i-^iath.     Think  of  his 
transcf^nd?=;ni  attitude  Li  his  ]-osition  of  almost  Ui"iliiait,:=!d  pO'V=>,^, 
as  his  acts  of  fo^giv-=»ness  f;"''-^t  axid  chaf'=^  th'^  tmi.ati'^nt  g'=^n'^^als  ■A^ho 
claLio"  fo'^  discii^lin'"^  at  th^  =ixi;=^nse  of  lif'=^,  as  he  says  ;-"(7'=intl<=^n'=^n, 
I  cajijiot  tak'^  tAi'^  liv^s  of  th'=^s=*  boys  -vho  lo^r-^  th'^ir  country  but  »vho 
hav^  b:"ok'=»n  tAi°i  rules  of  ^a-^fare  in  obedience  to  the  demands  of 
exhausted  nature,  "    His  m'-intle  has  fallen  uj  on  no  mail.      It  is  th*^ 
h-^"!^  it  age  of  Ame-'ica,    uhe  c^o^vn  j^'wel  of  the  world,   aiid  the  }vand  of 
sacrilege  alone  shall  touch  it. 

L=*t  iiot  the  ) '-ud^'  0-"  th  •  suiie^'oilious  assu.me  to  blush  a.t  his 
iiunbl'-^,  or  even  doubtful  origin  o"  genesis.     Let  then  b'l'ush  their 
dormant  intelligence  and  rememb''-']^  who  tvas  William  the  Cojiqueror  of 
lingland,  ajid  who  -vas  Charles  Martel  o^  "i^hanes  the  Hamrae^"  mio  saved 
CJiristian  civili'^at ion  to  Europe  and  who  d^ove  back  th'=^  swelling  tide 
of  ivloslemism  in  the  decisive  battle  of  Poitie:-s.     L'^'t  them  renemb-^r 
that  Abr  i'nam  Lincoln  vvas  a  man  and  as  a  man  ivas  the  g^^eatest  comMiri=»nt 
that  has  ever  beeji  given  o^    i  aid  to  the  huraan  ^ace,   azid  likewise  that 
he  jvas  neve?-  the  champion  of  the  p^ude,   th-^*  dude  or  th^  false;  and 
ari  stoc-'aorha^io  po^ver  to  eithe^"  harm  o^  heighten  his  glcy  no^ 
and  iieithe^^i|pi^p4ts  iio^  apologi'/.e^s  have  any  place  in  the  follo>v\n£ 
of  his  m^ighty  f^ain. 

Lincoln  could  not  sing  a  note,  but  music  v?as  to  his  soul  a 
thing  divine,  -i/id  Po^-r.ry  and  Song  may  lay  their  garlands  upon  his  tomb 
•vith  p-^^f^^ct  confidence  fo^-  his  cha^act'^'"  can  absorb  all  th'^ir  beauties 
and  iATill  glorify  eve---y  author.    His  wiS  the  hand  that  ^'^ot'^  the  n-^quest:- 
'•Please  ask  Philip  Phillips  to  sing  agalji  to-night  \Y(m^  Mission/  but 
do  not  say  I  said  so." 

H        is  a  man,  -vho,  »vhile  he  may  have  aaid  boyish  things, 
and  even  follo^red  the  ^(jugh'-^-  customs  of  rollicking  youth  iii  the  sturdy 
land  of  the  pioneer,  y-g  iii  all  the  ye^^s  of  the  p>-ime  of  his  maiihood 
he  v;as  n-^v-^r  kno--v.i  to  say  a  foftlish  thing.     A  maji  .vho  constantly 
believed  iii  himself  and  believed  that  he  was  b^ing  fitt"d  f(;r  a  great 
purpose  arid  ^ent  on  patien'tly,  and  jiot  unconsciously,  p^epa^ing  to  accept 
the  high^^'st  post  wheii  the  hou^  should  strike,     A  man  --yrho  was  neve>- 
su-'pr-ised  by  the  biggest  events,   the  patient,  sad,  and  y--t  ev^-  ^ippling 
humorist  who  n.-xh  g-^eat  enough  iji  the  darkest  hou^  tu  turn  the  serious 
incident  into  suiishin'^  and  laught""^,   thus  giving  to  his  natu.^e  that 
naitju^al  and  ^-joy^ms  veiit  from  the  dang^-^s  of  g'-o-ving  and  c^uslhing 
responsibility . 
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Th-^^  mail  --^hu  n^v^r  r'^ic^iv^ri  or  p'ild  out  ari  ill  <^ar'ii'=^d 
dishonest  doll'ir  In  his  whol'-^  life. 

Ab'-aham  Lincoln  is  th^  man  ''fho  gav^'  his  fi?"3t  bior>^ ii.h'^r  a 
Riiidly,  but  Kiio-^finc  look  V7h^ji  h^  found  that  <  h'^.  had  staf^d  that  Lin'^'Oln 
had  ^^ad  Pluta^^ch's  Liv^d  and  had  turn'^d  th-^^ir  st'^rling  ^^l^-tu-^s  to  his 
om\  good  account  and  charact'^'" ,  vvho- did  not  even  co-^^'^^ct  th'=i  statf^rr^nt 
in  th'=^  proof -sh'^^'^t^  but  a  tv^'-^k  laf^:^  •vh'=?n  that  sam-^.  proof-3h^?=^t  had 
bs^ji  •>^'^vi.s^d  and  »vas  the]i  r"=^ady  for*  th'=^  i-""lnt'=^r,  h'^,  vvith  '^qual 
klndjiess,  ajid  with  a  twiiiKltng  '^y'^.,   Info^ri^d  his  btocrai.h'^",  Mr.  Johii 
Locke  Scripps,   that  in  the  meantime  h^  had  r-^af]  Plutarch  fron  cove^'  to 
GOteer  and  had  not  skipped  eteeii  a  sibgle  (Vord,  and  that  Jiow  th'^  blog^a]-hy 
was  corr-^ct  and  trije  amd  might  be  p^-inted. 

The  man  to  v\fhora  criticism  and  discouragements  s'^^'ved  only  as 
friction  the  bette^  to  propel  the  g^eat  engine  of  his  mind  as  it  tugged 
on  the  up  grade  of  events.     Th"*  luan  "Vho  stood  self  poised  while  he  saw 
and  realized  that  the  die  -vas  being  cast  and  s^y^  the  molteji  metal  of 
his  oiATji  wondrous  history  pou'^ed  into  the  ma^uld  of  immortality. 

v/hile  oth'^^s  quaked  .vith  fear  at  the  gath^!^^^»^torm  he 
grasped  the  he  Ira  "Vith  gi'iiit  grip  as  the  g-eat  shii^^Do^^jlto  the  roar  and 
crash  of  the  hur-icaiie  and  -held  it  firm  and  safe  u/itll  the  lightnings 
had  cer^.s'^d  to  play  and  until  the  vanisHiing  clouds  th^ew  their  lessening 
shadows  over  her  deck,  and  until  the  big  ^aves  had  done  their  >vorst  and 
until  ripples  onxy  patf^Ml  lier  storm  beaten  sides  and  th«  g'^eat  white 
ha^bo")^  vvas  once  mo^e  la  vle^^  ^rith  its  sunshine  and  its  i^eace.  Romance 
and  miracle  blend  in  tlae  heavaris  ,qs  ^h^' ^he  scene,  for  as. 
the  last,  long  peal  of  thuii  ie^  dies  avv^^%f;']nt1^^aliibow  of  P!='ace  appears- 
a  sudden  bolt  from  the  clea'^ng  sky  struck  him  dumb  and  dead  on  the  deck 
anri  the  G^^at  Loving  Captain  had  gone  to  his  re»vard  in  theflor/er  of 
his  faith  and  in  the  fiill  strength  of  his  giant  manhood. 

It  has  been  said  that  "God  buries  his  workman  but  carries  on 
his  vvork"  and  this  great  truth  cove-^s  th'=»  life  and  martyrdf^m  of  Ab'^aham 
Lincoln,   the  b.-avest,   the  most  cou^^ageous,  th'='  most  useful,  the  Kindest, 
the  tender-^^st,   the  sweetest  memory  that  has  thus  fa:^  appear-^d,  ii i  iiuman 
form,  vtfithin  tiie  Vestibule  of  Time. 
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